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Performance Notes

Truly Amazing, based on the hymn tune Amazing Grace (NEW BRITAIN, Virginia Harmony, 1831), is
playable as a solo with piano, a duet with piano, a duet alone, or any of these combinations with the full
handbell choir score (Cat. 20191-2 or 20191-5). If the full score is used, the director may consider having
the full choir play on chimes and the solo/duet play on handbells for clarity in the solo parts. Any 
instrument within the range of each part, such as a flute or trombone, may be substituted as needed. A
vocalist or two may also sing the entire hymn while a handbell soloist (or duet team) play the contrasting 
parts (with or without piano).

The solo part is completely contained within a single octave (C5-C6) yet uses every handbell on the table
in that range. This allows soloists to travel with only one octave of handbells. The optional duet part is
scored using the bell range below the soloist (C4-Fb5).

An optional piano accompaniment CD (Cat. 1043CD) is available in 3 tempos for practice and performance
purposes. The piano introduces the first 4 measures; therefore the handbell entrances are not tricky. For
rhythmic accuracy when using the CD, count a fermata as one beat extra and a breath mark, also equal to
one beat, except for measure 77, where the breath marks are simply quick damps for bell changes.

Optional notes in parentheses (   ) allow more advanced ringers to include a contrasting triplet melody
line and more harmonic movement in both parts. All notes in parentheses may be omitted without harming
the piece in any way. It is advised that all triplet figures be treated the same - either all notes in parentheses
omitted or all played. Whenever a note with parentheses is omitted, the ringer should stretch out the
remaining notes' rhythms to fill the measure as suggested below.

1.     M. 25 - Solo part: the first note is played as a quarter note; 
                                     the second note in parentheses is omitted;
                                     the third note remains a half note, and so on.
2.     M. 41 - Solo part: the half note is played as written; 
                                     the first note of the triplet is played on beat 3;
                                     the second triplet note in parentheses is omitted; 
                                     the third triplet is played on the '&' of beat 3 as if it were an eighth note.
3.     M. 41 - Duet part: the first quarter note is played as a half note; 
                                     the second quarter note in parentheses is omitted; 
                                     the third note is played as written.
4.     M. 53 - Duet part: the first note is played as a dotted half note; 
                                     the remaining notes in parentheses are omitted.

The composer encourages each ringer to adapt this piece to become a personal statement, adjusting parts 
and notes as needed to best convey God's grace, which is indeed, Truly Amazing!
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Lift High the Cross
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Peal on Christ the Lord is Risen Today
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